
Finalist ‘Best Class Blog’

Name: Jenny Coyle
School: Edendale Primary School, Southland
Blog name: Team Kahu Flying High!
Blog address: http://thekahukids.blogspot.co.nz/

1. Describe the class blog that you want to be considered for the award.
We are a Year Six class and our team blog is our 'portal' to the online resources that we use for
learning as well as being the platform for sharing our adventures in learning. From our team blog the
pupils, whanau and school community can view photos and videos of our learning activities, web
links to our most favourite 'go-to' websites and, most important of all, the links to the pupils' own
blog learning journals.  For the classroom, there are blog posts that have embedded videos, photos
and links for inquiry, reading, writing, art or maths; the blog works as modern day 'topic table',
allowing the pupils to quickly access the engaging digital resources that I have selected as most
relevant to their activities.  Via the blog, pupils, whanau and visitors from all around the world
(including relatives of our immigrant pupils) can also see the Take Two News episodes that we create
about events that occur at school or other products of our learning activities - such as photos of art
work or technology creations, videos of our oral presentations of written work, role-plays to share
an important message, strategies we use for maths or our reflections on challenges we faced at
camp etc.

2. Why did you choose to set up a class blog?
Initially my first class blog (created about six years ago) was a means to being able to share the
activities that occurred in the classroom, and to give pupils a genuine reflection context that they
could contribute to. Over the past six years it has become, as described above, the main means for
sharing all manner of resources with pupils and whanau - through the use of pages on the blog there
are links to online resources for all areas of the curriculum.  It is the home page that opens whenever
they log on to the internet and through it pupils can access almost everything they need for their
tasks.  The blog is an online scrapbook of our activities, as well as giving links to other team blogs
from around the school. Through the blog parents can find information about the classroom
programme and events as well as a link to the school website.  The resources and information that
the pupils have access to is transparent for all to see, and means that they can also access the
resources from home, enabling them to share their learning experiences with their whanau.

3. How do you manage and operate your blog?
The team blog is operated by me - originally via the digital camera and laptop but in the past twelve
months made a lot easier and efficient by using the Blogger app on the class ipads; when pupils are
involved in an activity, any of us can take photos that can immediately be posted to the blog.
Originally I aimed to do a weekly update, but with the ipads we can be posting many times a day



(though we most likely average about once a day).  Videos the pupils have made can easily be
embedded from our Vimeo channel.    All comments are moderated by me before being published.
Over the past couple of years I have added the pages, which show up as tabs at the top of the page,
and when we have a major topic or theme occuring, eg inquiry or art, I create a post or posts that
support the learning intentions and give the pupils a 'go-to' post for their tasks. Pupils add to their
own personal blogs whenever they like, or whenever they are directed to. The personal learning
blogs are overseen by me.

4. What outcomes has it achieved for you and your class?
As with most digital tools it has engaged the pupils and they enjoy seeing their videos and photos on
the blog as well as seeing the comments and locations of viewers.  They know that they can use the
blog to find the online resources that we use the most or that I have directed them to use for certain
independent tasks and this means that they can settle quickly to their tasks.  It also means that they
are not wasting time in aimless searches for relevant information (ie when I have created a blog post
with the inquiry-related resources) and it also means that the resources they are using have been
vetted by me as suitable for the pupils to use.  For whanau, especially with so many families being
spread out across NZ and the world, it means that pupils have an audience for their work and
parents and whanau can keep in touch with what pupils have been doing (particularly at this senior
end of the school when so many parents are back working full-time and not calling into school as
much as they might do with juniors).
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