
Finalist ‘Best Class Blog’
Name: Cheryl Nichol
School: Cockle Bay School, Auckland
Blog name: Mrs Nichol's Acorns
Blog address: www.mrsnicholsacorns.blogspot.com

1. Describe the class blog that you want to be considered for the award.
This is my blog for my Year One class at Cockle Bay School.  Our room is located under an old oak
tree that drops hundreds of acorns on our classroom roof each year, thus the origin of the blog's
name.  I believe that each of my students are like those little acorns, with the potential to grow into
strong children just like those mighty oak trees.

2. Why did you choose to set up a class blog?
I have personally blogged since 2004 and was eager to start a blog for my own classroom.  When our
school began to use Google Apps for Education this year, I began my class blog.  My blog serves
many purposes.  Ultimately it informs the parents what their children are doing in the classroom.  It
also provides opportunity for the children to talk about their learning at home with a reference point
to refer to.  It provides a place to publish children's work, both their own digital writing (blogs, apps
,etc) as well as photos of their classroom work.  It provides me with a record of my year and a way to
reflect on my own teaching practice.

3. How do you manage and operate your blog?
I post at least 2 to 3 times per week.  I post from my laptop, my ipad and my iphone.  I use photos,
movies, text.  I have the classroom ipads linked to my blog so that the children can also post to the
classroom blog.  On my blog I have a link for parents to 'follow by email'.  At the start of the year I
regularly reminded them to sign up.  This link allows the parents to receive an email when a post has
been written.  I also have labels on my blog with the students' names and also curriculum areas.
Each post is labelled for easy reference by the parents.  There are not often comments written
directly onto the blog, but parents do give me positive feedback about it verbally or in emails.  I
know it's being read, and some parents are even printing off each post as a keepsake for their
children.

4. What outcomes has it achieved for you and your class?
AMAZING!  The parents are excited to be able to see what is happening in the classroom.  Overseas
and out of town grandparents feel connected with their grandchild's learning. Children are engaged
in writing that is shared on-line and they enjoy looking through our blog.  Professionally it has
encouraged other teachers to have their own class blogs.  Within our school this has increased
collaboration and idea sharing.  For myself, it provides me with the opportunity to write, photograph
and share my day with others, reflect on my practise and make a difference.
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