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Amidst the excitement of Pond, N4L 
has continued its efforts to deliver 
fast, predictable internet for schools.

Six months after Massey Primary 
became the first school to connect to 
N4L’s Managed Network more than 
500 schools have now joined N4L, 
representing over 157,000 students.

N4L is well on track to achieve its target 
of connecting 700 schools in 2014 and 
are now working to a new projection of 
connecting more than 900 by the end  
of the year. 

Making moving easy

Changing internet service providers can 
be quite a difficult and time consuming 
affair, however N4L is committed to 
making it as seamless as possible. 

Throughout the rollout N4L has 
maintained its focus on removing the 
distraction of managing technology in 
the classroom to help teachers be able 
to concentrate on what really matters: 
teaching and learning. 

Instead of worrying about whether 
or not the internet is going to ‘hold 
up’ for an entire lesson, teachers and 
their students can instead focus on the 
e-Learning opportunities made possible 
by fast, predictable internet. 

N4L’s team of experts proactively 
manage and monitor each school’s 
connection to ensure that it continues 
to meet the school’s needs and any 
potential issues are identified and 
resolved. 

Utilising local knowledge

N4L has fostered relationships with 
technology companies around the 
country, utilising their local knowledge 
and experience to help make the 
process as easy as possible for schools, 
particularly when moving over those 
involved in school fibre loops or the 
NEN Trial. Each of these companies have 
existing relationships with schools and 
knowledge of school environments.

N4L is working with four new fibre 
companies as well as the four Local  
Fibre Companies (LFCs) delivering UFB 
and RBI services in an effort to connect  
all schools.

In addition, more than 25 companies 
have become N4L-approved IT Support 
Companies - and the list continues to 
grow. These companies are confirmed 
by N4L as being suitable for providing 
services to support schools moving 
to the Managed Network and are 
funded to do so. Schools that have the 
internal capability to carry out the move 
themselves can do so, however for those 
who don’t these support companies can 
take the pain out of moving. 

Increased reach as new connection 
sizes become available 

As indicated at the start of the rollout, 
not all connection sizes being offered 
to schools were available right away. 
However as these have become available 
N4L has been able to increase the 
number of schools it’s able to connect, 
further enhancing the spread of schools 
enjoying fully-funded fast internet across 
New Zealand. 

The latest connection size starting to 
become available is the 50Mbps. While 

not available in all parts of the country 
yet, N4L is working hard to increase 
coverage and is contacting schools as 
soon as it becomes available in their 
area and they can be connected to 
the Managed Network. The same will 
happen with 500Mbps and 1Gbps 
connections once they become available.

Making a difference one  
school at a time 

No one gets to see and hear about 
the difference N4L is making more 
than N4L’s client management 
team who travel around the 
country visiting schools to discuss 
N4L and what the Managed 
Network has to offer.

Lisa Whyte covers more distance 
than anyone as N4L’s only South 
Island based Client Manager. 
Averaging nearly 1,000kms 
per week, Lisa visits some of 
the smallest and most remote 
schools in the country. 

“	While	fibre	is	technically	available	for	
many	of	these	schools,	connecting	to	
it	has	been	impossible	for	a	variety	
of	reasons.	Getting	connected	to	N4L	
means	they	will	finally	get	a	service	
they	can	rely	on,	enabling	them	
to	teach	a	digital	curriculum	with	
confidence.	Visiting	these	schools	
and	hearing	their	excitement	about	
the	difference	N4L	will	make	is	a	very	
rewarding	experience.”

 Lisa Whyte, Client Manager

*	Numbers	are	accurate	as	of	10	June	2014
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At a glance:

•  500+ schools connected

• 700+ contracted 

•  900+ expected to be 
connected this year

•  More than 25  
N4L-Approved  
IT Support Companies 
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