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LESSON IDEA 14.09: GIGASCHOOLS VIDEO COMPETITION

Objective: Show what you think learning will be like in the connected schools in Gigatown
Age range: 5-18 Website: gigatown.co.nz/schools

Organised by Chorus, the Gigaschools
Video Competition challenges your
students to create a video showing what
they think learning will be like in the connected schools in
Gigatown. There are two age groups – Junior (Years 1 – 8) and
Senior (Years 9 – 13) – and some great prizes up for grabs!

METHOD
Go to the competition’s
website. Here you’ll find all
the conditions for entry.
Some to note are:

Then it’s down to making the video. Keep in mind the site’s
advice: “Does it say what a day in the life of a connected school
in Gigatown will be like, what will change in the school and the
classroom with gigabit connected services, and how will it
enhance the way they learn?”
Entries must be made and uploaded by 5pm on Friday 4 July. But
that’s not all. To be eligible, your YouTube video must have
received at least 500 views by 5pm on Friday 11 July.

USES IN THE CLASSROOM
This looks like a great way to give your students a testing but
rewarding challenge that ticks a lot of boxes. Not only is it an
authentic activity with real-life goals but also it will require a
range of skills to complete, from creativity and planning, to
research and technical.

• Entries must choose a
Gigatown competition
town (although they don’t
need to be in the town);
• Videos must be between two and five minutes in length; and
• Only one entry per school in each age group category.
The site also has teacher resources to assist and you can register
to keep updated on the competition.

14.10

The competition is part of Gigatown, a competition being run
by Chorus to determine the first town in the southern
hemisphere to access a one gigabit per second internet
connection: More on this at gigatown.co.nz

LESSON IDEA 14.10: FOTOBABBLE

Objective: Adding voice descriptions to photos and images
Age range: 5-12 Website: fotobabble.com

Photos are great to use in the
classroom and Fotobabble is a fun and
engaging way to use them. This simple
app allows you to add a voice recording
as a personal commentary to an image
– up to 30 seconds in length.

USES IN THE CLASSROOM
Stuck for ways to use Fotobabble? Try some
of these simple ways to start ‘Babbling’:
• Get your students to describe what’s in a
photo, perhaps a landscape or a landmark;

METHOD

• Give a voice to a picture of a historical
figure or literary character;

It’s a very simple tool to use – there are just three steps to the
process:

• Make a diary entry over a photo from a
school trip or camp;

1. Select and upload the photo to which you want to add the
commentary.

• Using a book cover,
overview a story;

2. Record your voice (just click the record button and speak). If it’s
not what you want, you can re-record until you’re happy. You
can preview your Fotobabble by hitting ‘Play’. Click ‘Save’ for it
to go live. You can also click ‘Edit’ or ‘Delete’ to remake or
remove your work.

• Ask students to talk
about and describe
their favourite sport,
hobby or activity; and

3. Once you’ve created a Fotobabble, you can click the ‘Share’ icon
(for Facebook, Twitter, email, etc.) or copy and paste the
automatically generated URL into the platform of your choice.

• Speak in a foreign
language to describe
what’s happening in a
picture.
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